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“GL Wand made for a smooth 
transition from highly 
customized systems to Oracle 
in our Accounting Group. 
With GL Wand, we far 
exceeded the functionality of 
our old Excel-based system, 
yet bypassed the struggle of 
replicating financial 
statements within standard 
Oracle reporting. Both 
financial and ad hoc reports 
have also been enhanced by 
GL Wand’s advanced drill 
down capabilities.” 
 

–Bill Coffey, Corporate Financial 
Accountant, Tempel 

Background  
 
Tempel is the world's leading independent manufacturer of precision magnetic steel laminations 
and the largest independent purchaser of electrical steel. The company supplies electrical 
equipment to manufacturers in the automotive, motor, generator, transformer and lighting markets. 
With over $400 million in sales and 1,800-plus employees, the company operates in five 
countries. In 2005, Tempel began a phased implementation of Oracle E-Business Suite (EBS) 11i, 
but an initial assessment by the Accounting Group indicated that the standard Oracle Reports 
package would not meet its needs for financial and ad-hoc reporting.  

 

Challenges 

As the Oracle implementation approached at Tempel’s Chicago, Ill., corporate headquarters in 
2007, members of the Accounting Group met with consultants to explore financial reporting 
options. At that time, Accounting relied on a customized legacy system that could pull General 
Ledger (GL) information directly from a database into an Excel spreadsheet. The group wanted 
similar functionality after Oracle was implemented, but quickly discovered that Oracle Reports did 
not offer an option for easy or direct export of data to Excel.  
―We needed a solution that could produce a financial or ad hoc report in a reasonable amount of 
time, and we wanted something that could work with Oracle, yet match or exceed the functionality 
of our customized Excel-based system,‖ said Bill Coffey, Corporate Financial Accountant. ―A 
system that took several hours or a day to produce a report would not have met our requirements.‖  

 

Solution 

The reporting issues Tempel anticipated within Oracle were a major reason why the Accounting 
Group continued producing financial reports from its legacy system until 2010. Looking for a 
solution to satisfy their requirements, Coffey and an information technology (IT) expert in 
Accounting visited a local Oracle conference. There, they saw a demonstration of GL Wand  – an 
Excel-based reporting tool from Excel4apps that links directly with Oracle Financials in real-time.  
Similar to Tempel’s legacy tool, GL Wand allows users to pull live data into an Excel front end 
whenever they choose, although GL Wand evolves this concept to significantly surpass the older 
system’s capabilities. With GL Wand, data refreshes are immediate and accurate, while users can 
also easily drill down into line item data of any level for highly sophisticated data views and critical 
insights that Tempel’s previous tool could not offer. 
During a 30-day free trial of GL Wand, accounting users realized the software met and exceeded 
requirements, so Tempel soon purchased the reporting software. Installation was simple, with no 
need for a data warehouse or additional hardware. Also, training was informal and fast.  ―I trained 
users familiar with Excel to use GL Wand on a basic level in just one hour,‖ Coffey said. 
Transitioning financial reports from the old reporting system to GL Wand went smoothly because of 
their similarity in pulling data from the GL source into an Excel spreadsheet.  Coffey was able to 
replicate standard reports within GL Wand with minimal effort.  
―When we developed the new financial reports within GL Wand using Oracle data, the main effort 
was associated with links and formulas,‖ Coffey described. ―The Excel formats from the old system 
were easily put into place, making for a smooth transition for both Accounting and report users, 
who can expect the necessary reports with no delay.‖ 
 

Benefits 
GL Wand is now used by accounting in three of the five countries where Tempel operates, 
including the Chicago location. In addition to an easy transition from the old reporting system, 
Tempel is seeing a variety of positive benefits from GL Wand’s advanced capabilities for instant 
access to detailed information. 
―Previously, we had to run a manual update process to get the old reporting system to pull updated 
information from the GL, which occasionally caused problems,‖ Coffey said. ―With GL Wand tied 
directly to Oracle, we just sign in and update the period/date information for the report, and GL 
Wand   automatically populates the spreadsheet with real-time Oracle data.‖ 
Because of frequent ad-hoc requests for explanation of line items in financial statements, GL 
Wand’s drill down capability has become a favorite new reporting feature for accounting users.  
―Our financial statements include numerous accounts that roll into one line item, so we really 
appreciate the level of detail we can provide with just a few, simple button clicks that access all 
balances and accounts associated with a particular item — something we couldn’t do before,‖ 
Coffey explained. 
The flexibility to create customized reports is another advantage GL Wand has provided for 
Tempel. For example, instead of relegating income statement information as year-to-date or 
monthly only, Coffey can now cut across calendar years, running a report from September of last 
year to August of this one.  
―Overall, GL Wand has definitely been a worthwhile investment,‖ Coffey said. ―It allowed us to 
bypass a potentially rough transition to standard Oracle reporting, while meeting and often 
exceeding the capabilities of our previous GL financial reporting system.‖ 
 


