Goodbye

Oracle Discoverer

Hello

Next Generation
of Reporting
Companies who rely on Discoverer are now
scrambling to decide how they can effectively
fulfill their reporting needs. Fear of the unknown
has left many companies afraid to implement
a new reporting tool, yet the risk of staying with
Discoverer is becoming increasingly high. With
Extended Support ending in June 2017, time is
running out to find a replacement.
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for Oracle Discoverer.
Fear of the Unknown
As an Oracle E-Business Suite (EBS) user, data access is about to get a bit
more difficult now that the company has phased out the Oracle Discoverer
product. If you are like the many organizations with hundreds or thousands
of Discoverer reports, it’s overwhelming to think of switching to another
ERP reporting tool. How can you re-develop the reports created over the
years? Will the transition deliver as promised? What if there’s a steep user
learning curve? How much IT effort and implementation time will a new
tool require?

The Impact of Discoverer Ending:
• P
 remium support ended in 2015 and
extended support ends June 2017
• No new releases are planned
• Any new bugs found will not be addressed
by Oracle Development
• Will not be certified to work on any new
products released (including but not limited
to) the Operating System, Web Browser,
and Oracle Database, etc.

You need a reporting tool that is easy to implement and use. The majority
of enterprise software reporting user interfaces were built for IT or those
with expert skillsets. These interfaces create additional workload for IT when
a new report or change is required and do not provide an easy way to
drill down into information often making it difficult to understand the data.

Your Options
Companies who rely on Discoverer are now scrambling to decide how
they can effectively fulfil reporting needs. In actuality, three options exist:
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This has put many looking for an alternative rather than sticking with
an unsupported ERP reporting tool. Oracle recommended that their
E-Business Suite customers replace their Discoverer implementation
by migrating to Oracle Business Intelligence Foundation Suite by
June 2015, but there are other options available to you.
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IT Friendly Options

1

Simply do nothing: Continue to stay with unsupported Discoverer

2

Migrate to Oracle Business Intelligence Enterprise Edition (OBIEE)

3

Explore user- and cost-friendly next-generation reporting alternatives
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Stick with Oracle Discoverer

Fear of the unknown has left many
companies afraid to implement a
new reporting tool, yet the risk of
staying with Discoverer is becoming
increasingly high. Although doing so
would require the least amount of
cost and effort, Oracle won’t be there
to assist if you encounter a problem.
This might cause your organization
to avoid upgrading its ERP for fear

of Discoverer breaking without a
replacement in hand. IT skills are
another concern. Because Discoverer
has been non-strategic since 2006, it’s
a challenge for IT to successfully write
reports. Even finding the resources with
the right technical knowledge to do so
is difficult and sometimes results in an
unhealthy dependency on a single
expert.

• R
 iskiest option
• L
 east amount of effort and cost
• O
 racle will no longer provides

assistance

• N
 o longer able to use Oracle

Support for any issues
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Migrate to OBIEE and Deploy OBIA
for Strategic Reporting

Oracle
recommends
that
Oracle
Discoverer users migrate to Oracle Business
Intelligence Foundation Suite. This includes
OBIEE, a strategic BI tool that provides a
web platform with attractive dashboards
suitable for C-level needs. While it has
many advantages, it’s not built to be a
transactional reporting tool for day-to-day
ad hoc analysis or easy drilling into data
details. It requires a data warehouse and
businesses must typically plan 6-12 months
ahead to develop the structure of the
reports they anticipate, which is difficult
for dynamic businesses where reporting

needs change daily. See process below.
Also, implementation is costly and lengthy,
often requiring consultants to build new
reports or convert Discoverer reports to
OBIEE, which takes as many as eight steps.
Another expense is for the ongoing
expertise needed to create OBIEE
reports once the application is installed,
as it requires a specific skill set. Some
companies who have purchased OBIEE
abandon it for less costly alternatives that
provide autonomy for the average users in
creating reports.

• C
 omplex and expensive option
• S
 trategic BI tool, not ideal for

transactional reporting

• L
 engthy implementation that

may require consultants to
build the reports, thus skillset not
retained in house or only by a
small number of users.

• S
 ignificant cost and time to

rebuild reports

Discoverer Report Conversion Using OBIEE:
Start

i
Discoverer
Reports

Export
Export End-User
Layer

Download
Converter
Download
Oracle’s
Discoverer
conversion tool
for OBIEE

Convert to RPD

Map

Using the
conversion tool,
convert the
End-User Layer
to an OBIEE
Metadata
Repository (RPD)

Complete the
data modeling
within the Business
Model Mapping
(BMM) and Presentation Layers
(PL) of the RPDs

Upload
Upload the RPD
to the OBIEE web
server

Configure
Security

Recreate
Reports

Organize

Configure OBIEE
Security, which
is separate from
Oracle EBS
Security

Recreate each
Discoverer
Report

Organize the
reports within the
OBIEE catalog
according to
security setup
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Report Ready

Finish
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Next-generation reporting solutions for Oracle EBS
provide immediate access and data drill down from
reports via Excel, making it easy for average users to
create their own reports. Also, instead of taking months
to implement, these tools install in a few hours and don’t
require a data warehouse with its expense and extra
complexity.

• Familiar solution (Excel) and rapid user
adoption
• Discoverer Converter allows for report
migration in minutes
• Low risk and fast implementation
• Better flexibility

Reports Wand is a next-generation reporting alternative
for Oracle EBS 11i to R12 users that comes with pre-built
reports for Financials, Supply Chain, HR, Manufacturing,
Service and other modules. In keeping with user needs
for “fast time to value,” conversion of Discoverer reports
is accomplished in two easy steps.

• Lowest cost option

Discoverer Report Conversion Using Reports Wand:

Start

Finish

Discoverer Report

Export
Export report structure
from Discoverer

Real-Time, Excel-Based
Reporting

Process with Wizard
Process report structure
through Reports Wand
Wizard

Report Ready

Reports Wand for Oracle E-Business Suite, works directly
in MS Excel, your familiar tool of choice offering easy
data access, better organizational insights, and one of
the fastest implementation times, up and running in a
few hours.
Reports Wand delivers a quick ROI and is the clear
upgrade to Oracle’s Discoverer retaining your ability to
report in real-time across all of the Oracle Modules. It
is a powerful and robust reporting application offering
much more than a Discoverer replacement for creating
simple to complex reports for your organization.
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Discoverer Reports 3,000

Existing Discoverer Reports?
Whichever replacement solution you choose, the first
process before any decision is made is to analyze your
existing Discoverer reports and ask the right questions
of your business analysts and users in order to reduce
the amount of reports required to be converted.

Analyze and Consolidate
The sun setting of Discoverer offers the perfect
opportunity to analyze and consolidate your existing
reports to a more manageable number. Many
reports are often duplicates created over a number
of years with just a single parameter change, or
have been used only once or many years ago.
Spend time on this and your migration will run
smoother, faster and your users will thank you as they
will find it easier to locate the correct report to run.
We are sure you will be surprised as to how many
Discoverer Reports will not require conversion due to
being similar or duplicates reducing the conversion
effort to approximately 10-20% of existing Discoverer
reports.

Remove
variations,
duplicates,
once run
etc.

10 o/o to 20 o/o
to convert
- 300

Identify Discoverer Reports to Convert
Reports Wand can identify your current usage of
Discoverer reports and provide insight such as which
users run the most reports, what reports are most
frequently run, which were built for a single purpose,
and which have duplicates or multiple versions? This
data can assist you with your report conversion and
prioritization process.
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Next Steps
Reports Wand is an Excel-based alternative to
Oracle Discoverer that empowers end users with
self-service reporting. Access your E-Business Suite
data in real-time and through our library of 1,000+
ready-to-execute, pre-built reports.
For a short demo, case studies, or on-demand
webinar, visit: www.excel4apps.com/discoverer
To contact us or to start your free, 30-day trial,
please email: info@excel4apps.com
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